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1
INRUSH CURRENT SUPPRESSING DEVICE

FIELD

The present invention relates to an inrush current suppress-
ing device.

BACKGROUND

During excitation and turn-on of a no-load transformer, it is
likely that, because of a magnetic saturation characteristic of
a transformer core, an excitation inrush current several times
larger than the rated current occurs to causes voltage fluctua-
tions and unnecessary trips relays. To suppress the excitation
inrush current, a breaker needs to be turned on in a voltage
phase in which a residual magnetic flux remaining in the
transformer core after interruption and a steady magnetic flux
(an alternating magnetic flux generated when a rated voltage
is applied to the transformer) match. For example, there is
disclosed a technology for storing a phase of an alternating-
current voltage at a time of breaker opening and adjusting
output time of a breaker turn-on signal such that, at a time of
the next turn-on, the breaker can be turned on in a phase same
as the phase of the alternating-current voltage at the time of
the breaker opening (e.g., Patent Literature 1).

CITATION LIST
Patent Literature

Patent Literature 1: Japanese Patent Application Laid-open
No. 11-353969

SUMMARY
Technical Problem

The related art is based on a premise that a magnetic flux
instantaneous value at the time of the breaker opening
remains in the transformer core without change and does not
change until the next turn-on. However, a residual magnetic
flux attenuated from the magnetic flux instantaneous value at
the time of breaker opening remains because of transformer
core properties or capacitive elements charging/discharging
in the transformer circuit Therefore, there is a problem in that,
even if, at a time of the next turn-on, the transformer is turned
oninavoltage phase same as a voltage phase at the time of the
breaker opening, the residual magnetic flux and the steady
magnetic flux do not match and the excitation inrush current
cannot be sufficiently suppressed.

The present invention has been devised in view of the
above and provides an inrush current suppressing device
capable of suppressing an excitation inrush current that could
occur due to mismatch of a residual flux and steady magnetic
flux.

Solution to Problem

There is provided an inrush current suppressing device
according to an aspect of the present invention applied to a
configuration in which a breaker is connected between a
power supply and a transformer, the inrush current suppress-
ing device suppressing an excitation inrush current in the
transformer associated with a closing operation, the inrush
current suppressing device including: a power-supply-volt-
age measuring unit configured to measure a power supply
voltage on a side of the power supply of the breaker; a
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2

residual-magnetic-flux calculating unit configured to retain
an interruption characteristic in an opening process of the
breaker and an attenuation characteristic of a magnetic flux of
the transformer after current interruption, calculate a mag-
netic flux value at a time of current interruption based on the
power supply voltage and the interruption characteristic, and
calculate a residual magnetic flux value based on the mag-
netic flux value at the time of current interruption and the
attenuation characteristic; a turn-on-phase calculating unit
configured to calculate a power supply voltage phase where
the residual magnetic flux value and a steady magnetic flux
value at a time of application of the power supply voltage
match and set the power supply voltage phase as a turn-on
power supply voltage phase; and a control unit configured to
control to close the breaker such that the breaker is turned on
in the turn-on power supply voltage phase.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

According to the present invention, there is an effect that it
is possible to suppress an excitation inrush current that could
occur because of mismatch of a residual magnetic flux and a
steady magnetic flux.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram of an example of an inrush current
suppressing device according to a first embodiment.

FIG. 2 is a diagram of an example of closing phase control
in the inrush current suppressing device according to the first
embodiment.

FIG. 3 is a diagram of an example of turn-on in a power
supply voltage phase same as a power supply voltage phase
during breaker opening compared with the closing phase
control according to the first embodiment.

FIG. 4 is a diagram of an example of a magnetic flux value
conversion table according to a second embodiment.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

An inrush current suppressing device according to an
embodiment of the present invention is explained with refer-
ence to the accompanying drawings. The present invention is
not limited by the embodiment explained below.

First Embodiment

FIG. 1 is a diagram of an example of an inrush current
suppressing device according to a first embodiment. In FIG.
1, abreaker 1 is connected between phase power supplies (not
shown in the figure) including an R phase, an S phase, and a
T phase on the right side in the figure and a transformer 30 on
the left side in the figure. The breaker 1 includes switches 2,
3, and 4 respectively for the phases and can open and close the
switches 2, 3, and 4 simultaneously or independently from
one another. During a normal operation, the switches 2, 3, and
4 are closed and electric power is supplied to the transformer
30. For example, when some accident occurs or during main-
tenance or inspection, the switches 2, 3, and 4 are opened and
the power supply to the transformer 30 is interrupted.

In an example shown in FIG. 1, the transformer 30 is a
three-phase transformer connected by Y-A wire connection.
Specifically, the transformer 30 includes a three-phase pri-
mary winding wire 31 connected in a star shape and opened in
a neutral point and a three-phase secondary winding wire 32
connected in a triangular shape. Three input terminals of the
three-phase primary winding wire 31 are respectively con-
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nected to the phase power supplies via the switches 2, 3, and
4. Three output terminals of the three-phase secondary wind-
ing wire 32 are connected to a load (not shown in the figure).
A power-supply-voltage detecting unit 60 configured to
detect phase power supply voltages is connected to power-
supply-side terminals of the switches 2, 3, and 4. Detection
signals are output to an inrush current suppressing device 50.
Steady magnetic fluxes are generated in phases of the trans-
former 30 at the time of closing of the breaker 1. Residual
magnetic fluxes are generated in the phases of the transformer
30 at the time of opening of the breaker 1.

The inrush current suppressing device 50 according to the
first embodiment is configured by, for example, a computer.
The inrush current suppressing device 50 includes a power-
supply-voltage measuring unit 54, a residual-magnetic-flux
calculating unit 51, a turn-on-phase calculating unit 52, and a
control unit 53.

The power-supply-voltage measuring unit 54 continuously
measures instantaneous values of the phase power supply
voltages based on the detection signals from the power-sup-
ply-voltage detecting unit 60 and outputs the instantaneous
values to the residual-magnetic-flux calculating unit 51 and
the control unit 53. In the example shown in FIG. 1, the
power-supply-voltage detecting unit 60 and the power-sup-
ply-voltage measuring unit 54 are respectively shown as dif-
ferent components and the inrush current suppressing device
50 is shown as not including the power-supply-voltage detect-
ing unit 60. However, the power-supply-voltage detecting
unit 60 can be included in the inrush current suppressing
device 50. Further, the power-supply-voltage measuring unit
54 can be configured to have a function of the power-supply-
voltage detecting unit 60.

The residual-magnetic-flux calculating unit 51 calculates a
power supply voltage phase at a time of current interruption
from input time of an opening command signal 20 and cal-
culates a residual magnetic flux value from a magnetic flux
value in the calculated power supply voltage phase. A method
of calculating the residual magnetic flux value is explained
below.

The turn-on-phase calculating unit 52 calculates a power
supply voltage phase in which the residual magnetic flux
calculated by the residual-magnetic-flux calculating unit 51
and a steady magnetic flux at a time of application of a power
supply voltage match.

The control unit 53 controls to open the switches 2, 3, and
4 of the breaker 1 based on an opening command signal 20.
The control unit 53 also controls to close the switches 2, 3,
and 4 of the breaker 1 based on a closing command signal 25
such that the switches 2, 3, and 4 are turned on in the power
supply voltage phase calculated by the turn-on-phase calcu-
lating unit 52.

Closing of the switches 2, 3, and 4 means mechanical
contact of contacts of the switches 2, 3, and 4. A predeter-
mined time from the closing control of the switches 2, 3, and
4 by the control unit 53 until actual closing of the switches 2,
3, and 4 is referred to as closing time. It is known that, in the
breaker 1, an arc current starts to flow before the switches 2,
3, and 4 are closed (pre-arc). Turn-on of the switches 2, 3, 4
means feeding of the arc current by the pre-arc to the switches
2,3, and 4. A predetermined time from the closing control of
the switches 2, 3, and 4 by the control unit 53 until actual
turn-on of the switches 2, 3, and 4 is referred to as turn-on
time. The turn-on time depends on a rate of decrease of the
dielectric strength (RDDS) characteristic in a closing process
of the breaker 1.

On the other hand, opening of the switches 2, 3, and 4
means mechanical separation of the contacts of the switches
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2,3, and 4. A predetermined time from the opening control of
the switches 2, 3, and 4 by the control unit 53 until actual
opening of the switches 2, 3, and 4 is referred to as opening
time. It is known that, in the breaker 1, the arc current flows
for a predetermined time even if the switches 2, 3, and 4 are
mechanically opened. Interruption of the switches 2, 3, and 4
means extinction of the arc current flowing to the switches 2,
3, and 4. A predetermined time from the opening control of
the switches 2, 3, and 4 by the control unit 53 until actual
current interruption for the switches 2, 3, and 4 is referred to
as arc time. The arc time depends on a rate of rise of the
dielectric strength (RRDS) characteristic in an opening pro-
cess of the breaker 1.

Therefore, the control unit 53 performs the opening control
and the closing control for the switches 2, 3, and 4 of the
breaker 1 for each of the phases or individually for the phases
taking into account the closing time, the turn-on time, the
opening time, and the arc time.

FIG. 2 is a diagram of an example of closing phase control
in the inrush current suppressing device according to the first
embodiment. FIG. 2(a) shows a power supply voltage wave-
form equivalent to one phase normalized with a maximum of
a power supply voltage set to 1. FIG. 2(5) shows a magnetic
flux waveform of a phase corresponding to FI1G. 2(a) normal-
ized with a maximum of a magnetic flux setto 1. A waveform
indicated by a broken line in FIG. 2(b) indicates a theoretical
value waveform of a steady magnetic flux at the time of
application of the power supply voltage.

As shown in FIG. 2, in an arc time t from opening of the
switches 2, 3, and 4 of the breaker 1 at time T1 until current
interruption at time T2, a change in the magnetic flux is the
same as the change in the steady magnetic flux. The magnetic
flux after the current interruption (time T2) is attenuated (AD)
from a magnetic flux value ®0 at the time of the current
interruption (time T2) (hereinafter referred to as “magnetic
flux value at the time of current interruption™) because of a
characteristic of a core material of the transformer 30 and
charging and discharging of energy due to the phase to ground
capacitance of each phase of the transformer 30, the capaci-
tances between contacts of the switches 2, 3, and 4, and the
like. The magnetic flux reaches a fixed residual magnetic flux
value ®r sooner or later. Such a characteristic is hereinafter
referred to as “attenuation characteristic”. Accordingly, it is
possible to calculate the residual magnetic flux value ®r by
estimating and obtaining the attenuation characteristic in
advance through measurement, analysis, or the like and
applying the attenuation characteristic to the magnetic flux
value at the time of current interruption 0.

Thereafter, at a time of the next turn-on, the switches 2, 3,
and 4 of the breaker 1 is controlled to be turned on at time T3
when the power supply voltage is in a power supply voltage
phase (01 or ©2; in the example shown in FIG. 2, the power
supply voltage phase ©2) where the residual magnetic flux ®r
and a theoretical value of the steady magnetic flux match. If
the switches 2, 3, and 4 are controlled in this way, a transient
phenomenon of a magnetic flux at the time of turn-on does not
occur and magnetic saturation of the transformer core does
not occur. Therefore, an excitation inrush current does not
flow.

FIG. 3 is a diagram of an example of turn-on in a power
supply voltage phase same as a power supply voltage phase at
the time of breaker opening compared with the closing phase
control according to the first embodiment. FIG. 3(a) shows a
power supply voltage waveform equivalent to one phase nor-
malized with a maximum of a power supply voltage set to 1.
FIG. 3(b) shows a magnetic flux waveform of a phase corre-
sponding to FIG. 3(a) normalized with a maximum of a
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magnetic flux set to 1. A waveform indicated by a broken line
in FIG. 3(b) indicates a theoretical value waveform of a steady
magnetic flux at the time of application of the power supply
voltage.

In the example shown in FIG. 3, the switches 2, 3, and 4 of
the breaker 1 are turned on in a power supply voltage phase
same as a power supply voltage phase at the time of the
breaker opening (T1) without taking into account attenuation
of a residual magnetic flux after the current interruption (T2)
(time T3"). Therefore, a magnetic flux after the turn-on and a
steady magnetic flux do not match, a transient phenomenon of
the magnetic flux occurs, magnetic saturation of the trans-
former core occurs, and an excitation inrush current corre-
sponding to the magnitude of the magnetic saturation flows.

The operation of the inrush current suppressing device 50
and a residual magnetic flux value calculating method accord-
ing to the first embodiment are explained with reference to
FIGS. 1 and 2.

When the opening command signal 20 is input, the control
unit 53 controls to open the switches 2, 3, and 4 of the breaker
1. The contacts of the switches 2, 3, and 4 are opened at time
T1 in the figure after the elapse of the opening time and are
interrupted at time T2 after the elapse of the arc time t.

The residual-magnetic-flux calculating unit 51 retains an
interruption characteristic of the breaker 1 (i.e., a rate of rise
of'the dielectric strength (RRDS) characteristic in an opening
process of the breaker 1) in advance. The residual-magnetic-
flux calculating unit 51 calculates the arc time t based on the
interruption characteristic to calculate the interruption time
T2 and calculates a power supply voltage phase at the inter-
ruption time T2. The interruption characteristic of the breaker
1 can be estimated and obtained by measurement, analysis, or
the like beforehand.

Subsequently, the residual-magnetic-flux calculating unit
51 calculates the magnetic flux value at the time of current
interruption ®0 in the power supply voltage phase at the
interruption time T2 and calculates the residual magnetic flux
value @r from the magnetic flux value at the time of current
interruption ®0 according to, for example, a residual mag-
netic flux calculation formula indicated by the following
Expression (1):

Dr=(1-k)DO M

In Expression (1), k indicates an attenuation coefficient of
a magnetic flux. The attenuation coefficient k is a value
depending on a characteristic of a core material of the trans-
former 30, the phase to ground capacitance of each phase of
the transformer 30, the capacitances between contacts of the
switches 2, 3, and 4, and the like. The attenuation coefficient
k can be arbitrarily set within a range of 0<k<l. In other
words, the residual-magnetic-flux calculating unit 51 accord-
ing to the first embodiment retains the attenuation coefficient
k as the attenuation characteristic, and calculates a residual
magnetic flux value according to the residual magnetic flux
calculation formula indicated by Expression (1). During
actual operation, a value estimated and obtained by measure-
ment, analysis, or the like beforehand is set as the attenuation
coefficient k.

The turn-on-phase calculating unit 52 calculates the power
supply voltage phase (01, ©2) in which the residual magnetic
flux value ®r and the theoretical value waveform of the steady
magnetic flux match, sets the power supply voltage phase as
aturn-on power supply voltage phase, and outputs the turn-on
power supply voltage phase to the control unit 53.

When the closing command signal 25 is input, the control
unit 53 controls to close the switches 2, 3, and 4 of the breaker
1 at time T3 when the power supply voltage is in the turn-on
power supply voltage phase (the power supply voltage phase
01 or ©2) input from the turn-on-phase calculating unit 52.
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As explained above, the inrush current suppressing device
according to the first embodiment retains the interruption
characteristic in the opening process of the breaker and the
attenuation coefficient of the magnetic flux estimated by mea-
surement, analysis, or the like beforehand, applies the attenu-
ation coefficient to the magnetic flux value at the time of
current interruption obtained based on the interruption char-
acteristic of the breaker to calculate the residual magnetic flux
value, and turns on the breaker in the power supply phase
where the calculated residual magnetic flux value and the
theoretical value of the steady magnetic flux match. There-
fore, it is possible to suppress an excitation inrush current that
could occur because of mismatch of the residual magnetic
flux and the steady magnetic flux.

Second Embodiment

In the first embodiment, the attenuation coefficient is
applied to the magnetic flux value during current interruption
to calculate the residual magnetic flux value. However, in this
embodiment, in an example explained below, a magnetic flux
value conversion table in which magnetic flux values at the
time of current interruption and residual magnetic flux values
are related is retained, and a residual magnetic flux value
corresponding to a magnetic flux value at the time of current
interruption is read from the magnetic flux value conversion
table. Components of an inrush current suppressing device
according to the second embodiment are the same as the
components shown in FIG. 1 explained in the first embodi-
ment. Therefore, explanation of the components is omitted.
The operations of the components other than the residual-
magnetic-flux calculating unit 51 are the same as the opera-
tions in the first embodiment. Therefore, explanation of the
operations is omitted.

FIG. 4 is a diagram of an example of the magnetic flux
value conversion table according to the second embodiment.
The residual-magnetic-flux calculating unit 51 in the second
embodiment retains, as the attenuation characteristic
explained in the first embodiment, for example, a magnetic
flux value conversion table shown in FIG. 4 instead of the
attenuation coefficient k and the residual magnetic flux cal-
culation formula. In the example shown in FIG. 4, magnetic
flux value ratios at the time of current interruption to a maxi-
mum of a magnetic flux and residual magnetic flux value
ratios to the maximum of the magnetic flux are tabulated.

The operation of the residual-magnetic-flux calculating
unit 51 and a residual magnetic flux value calculating method
in the second embodiment are explained with reference to
FIGS. 1, 2, and 4. As in the first embodiment, the residual-
magnetic-flux calculating unit 51 according to the second
embodiment retains an interruption characteristic of the
breaker 1 in advance. The residual-magnetic-flux calculating
unit 51 calculates the arc time t based on the interruption
characteristic to calculate the interruption time T2, and cal-
culates a power supply voltage phase at the interruption time
T2.

Then, the residual-magnetic-flux calculating unit 51 cal-
culates the magnetic flux value at the time of current inter-
ruption ®0 in the power supply voltage phase at the interrup-
tion time T2, calculates a ratio of the magnetic flux value
during current interruption ®0 to a maximum of a magnetic
flux. The residual-magnetic-flux calculating unit 51 reads,
referring to the magnetic flux value conversion table shown in
FIG. 4, a ratio of the residual magnetic flux value ®r corre-
sponding to the ratio of the magnetic flux value at the time of
current interruption ®0 to the maximum of the magnetic flux,
and calculates the residual magnetic flux value ®r. Like the
attenuation coefficient k explained in the first embodiment,
the magnetic flux value conversion table can be estimated and
obtained by measurement, analysis, or the like in advance.
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As explained above, as in the first embodiment, the inrush
current suppressing device according to the second embodi-
ment retains the interruption characteristic in the opening
process of the breaker and the magnetic flux value conversion
table, in which the magnetic flux values at the time of current
interruption and the residual magnetic flux values are related,
estimated by measurement, analysis, or the like beforehand.
The inrush current suppressing device calculates, from the
magnetic flux value conversion table, the residual magnetic
flux value corresponding to the magnetic flux value at the time
of current interruption obtained based on the interruption
characteristic of the breaker. Further, the inrush current sup-
pressing device turns on the breaker in the power supply
phase where the calculated residual magnetic flux value and
the theoretical value of the steady magnetic flux match.
Therefore, as in the first embodiment, it is possible to sup-
press an excitation inrush current that could occur because of
mismatch of the residual magnetic flux and the steady mag-
netic flux.

In the embodiments, the operation examples in any one
phase are explained. However, the residual magnetic flux
value calculating methods for calculating a magnetic flux
value taking into account the attenuation of the magnetic flux
after the current interruption explained in the embodiments
can be applied when the three phases are simultaneously
turned on and when the phases are individually turned on.

The configurations explained in the embodiments are
examples of the configuration of the present invention. It goes
without saying that the configurations can be combined with
other publicly-known technologies and can be changed by,
for example, omitting a part of the configurations without
departing from the spirit of the present invention.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

As explained above, the inrush current suppressing device
according to the present invention is useful as an invention
capable of suppressing an excitation inrush current that could
occur because of mismatch of a residual magnetic flux and a
steady magnetic flux.

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST

1 breaker

2 to 4 switches

20 opening command signal

25 closing command signal

30 transformer

31 three-phase primary winding wire

32 three-phase secondary winding wire
50 inrush current suppressing device

51 residual-magnetic-flux calculating unit
52 turn-on-phase calculating unit

53 control unit

54 power-supply-voltage measuring unit
60 power-supply-voltage detecting unit
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The invention claimed is:

1. An inrush current suppressing device applied to a con-
figuration in which a breaker is connected between a power
supply and a transformer, the inrush current suppressing
device suppressing an excitation inrush current in the trans-
former associated with a closing operation,

the inrush current suppressing device comprising:

a power-supply-voltage measuring unit configured to mea-
sure a power supply voltage on a side of the power
supply of the breaker;

a residual-magnetic-flux calculating unit configured to
retain an interruption characteristic in an opening pro-
cess of the breaker and an attenuation characteristic of a
magnetic flux of the transformer after current interrup-
tion, calculate a magnetic flux value at a time of current
interruption based on the power supply voltage and the
interruption characteristic, and calculate a residual mag-
netic flux value based on the magnetic flux value at the
time of current interruption and the attenuation charac-
teristic;

a turn-on-phase calculating unit configured to calculate a
power supply voltage phase where the residual magnetic
flux value and a steady magnetic flux value at a time of
application of the power supply voltage match and set
the power supply voltage phase as a turn-on power sup-
ply voltage phase; and

a control unit configured to control closing of the breaker
such that the breaker is turned on in the turn-on power
supply voltage phase.

2. The inrush current suppressing device according to
claim 1, wherein the residual-magnetic-flux calculating unit
retains, as the attenuation characteristic, an attenuation coef-
ficient applied to the magnetic flux value at the time of current
interruption, and calculates the residual magnetic flux value
according to a residual magnetic flux calculation formula for
applying the attenuation coefficient to the magnetic flux value
at the time of current interruption.

3. The inrush current suppressing device according to
claim 1, wherein the residual-magnetic-flux calculating unit
retains, as the attenuation characteristic, a magnetic flux value
conversion table in which the magnetic flux value at the time
of current interruption and the residual magnetic flux value
are related, and reads and obtains the residual magnetic flux
value corresponding to the magnetic flux value at the time of
current interruption from the magnetic flux value conversion
table.

4. The inrush current suppressing device according to
claim 1, wherein the residual-magnetic-flux calculating unit
retains the attenuation characteristic obtained by measure-
ment in a configuration including the power supply, the
breaker, and the transformer to which the inrush current sup-
pressing device is applied.

5. The inrush current suppressing device according to
claim 1, wherein the residual-magnetic-flux calculating unit
retains the attenuation characteristic estimated from an analy-
sis result in a configuration including the power supply, the
breaker, and the transformer to which the inrush current sup-
pressing device is applied.
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